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Editor: Alastair Nixon, 7 Bramblegate, Edgcumbe Park, Crowthorne, Berks, RG45 6JA. Tel: +44 (0) 1344 775378
Email: nixon48@gmail.com Web site: http://www.meterfranking.co.uk

Meter of the Month

Whilst sorting through some old envelopes recently, your editor was excited to re-discover
this Post Perfect B700 (PB7 prefix) frank from 2002 where the indicia block is noticeably
narrower than usual for these machines.

It is believed that this only occurred on the very = e
first production run of these machines in 1995, S ,@;‘}ﬁ&\ 5 e b
and it is thought that only about 50 machines in 57 ’;"’;; Sl :i :;B a 9 515
total were produced with this format. S § 2"3‘(‘ bee E~ = t;
e SN et e T = =
Although the overall length of the PB7 frank = NBucEs -_?B?@eﬁssik? .
remains constant at 65mm for both formats, the | = el
distance between the vertical lines of die 1 is . -
19mm in the narrow format, compared with
20mm in the standard format. A I Sy
e T o L
The gap between the town die and the indicia is LS O ‘f“_‘f - =
accordingly reduced in the standard format. 0 | (150699 1 T =l | i
This is best observed when the two types are LR T e N S {7
placed vertically alongside — as shown here on o :’I{‘ "LPE7 00068 41
PB700066, my thanks to Peter Mantell for &— 20mm =)
supplying the illustration.

Your editor would be pleased to receive reports of other examples of this narrow die, as
only one other example is believed to have been previously sighted (although the
reference is, unfortunately, not to hand) and they must, surely, be very scarce.

Editorial

This month we extend a warm welcome to Thomas Rdsner from Germany as member
number 0045. Thomas’s main philatelic interests are concerned with German meters -
mainly the FRANKIT 2D-matrix code, but he also takes an interest in meter franks from
others countries.
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Latest Numbers

Below is the list of ‘latest numbers’ as at the end of October 2015 — with updates shown in
red. Please could | have the next reports by 28th November - thanks. In the list below, the
part of the serial number that directly relates to the model is underlined.

In the table below, note that those entries that have a date format with hyphen separators

are the ones in ‘Design J’ (matrix) format.

Frama (UK)

Matrix F2, F4, F6
Matrix F12 etc.

Francotyp-Postalia
Optimail 25/35
Centormail 240/300
MyMail / PostagePro
PostBase Qi3/4/6/9
PostBase Qi3/4/6/9
PostBase Qi30007?

Neopost
IS-330
IS-350

Various upgraded

IS-480

IS-240 / 1S-280
IS-5000/6000
IS-240/280

IS-480

IS-5000/6000

Pitney Bowes
DM160i/220i

DM60

DM50, 55
Connect+ 10FC etc.
DM 400, 450, 475
DM 400, 450, 475
DM 110i

Advanced Mail Codes
AAGK-HY

F1004010
FR2001720

N1053186
82582
N1240746

N3030571
N3319858
01705
E6006789
E8008157

NE9S000393

Z|IZ|1Z
(&)
o

Z
()

Z
0

PB557889
PB620623

NE9S000321

27.05.15
09-10-15

04.06.14
25-08-15
07-01-15
04.08.15
28-08-15
22-08-15

23.04.15
18.09.15
31.07.15
22.07.15
18.05.15
20.10.14
21-09-15
27-10-15
25-08-15

07-10-15
29-10-15
21.10.15
18-09-15
28.08.15
06-10-15
15.09.15

16-04-15

See MN 175
Reported by PM

See MN 164
See MN 179
See MN 171
See MN 178
See MN 179
Reported by PM

See MN 175
See MN 179
See MN 177
See MN 177
See MN 175
See MN 168
See MN 179
Reported by AN — see below
See MN 179

Reported by PM
Reported by AN
Reported by AG
Reported by PM
See MN 178

Reported by PM
See MN 179

See MN 174

My thanks also go to Alan Godfrey for his report of NE8007976 and to Peter Mantell for his
report of an update to the Neopost N137 dead series with the serial number N1373768.
Images from both of these reports are included on the next page.
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Latest Number Images

Here are images of the latest numbers reported this month — with contributor’s initials etc.

shown in the bottom left of each image.

Delivered by

|

Royal Mail
-

PM - FR2001720 [ltem 0001741]

2

Letier

09-10-15

FR2001720

Delivered by

HABGUR
~FREIGHT LOGISTICS—
Return Address

Habour Freight Logistics Ltd
Ching Shipping House

2
22-08-15

FP7111677

£0.36

PM - N1373768

Walton Avenue Felixstowe Rogal Mail Letter
Suffolk P11 3HG —
PM - FP7111677 [Iltem 0000037]
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Delivered by

&

AG - NE8007976 [Item 0000026]

08-10-15

£0.36 NE8007976

2

Letter

A

VAR iA N | Avpartner for life ;

|
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AN - NEB008157 [Iltem 0000329]

Delivered by
1 27-10-15

£0.36 NE8008157

2

Letter '
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Latest Number Images continued

Delivered by £
07-10-15 | 2
£0.36  PB173396

Rogcl Mcul Letter

PM - PB173396 [Item 0000582]

Delivered by 29.10-15 2

£0,36 PB2007753
Rogal Mail Letter

AN - PB2007753 [ltem 0000277]

z -
T
o >
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BEARINGS ARE QUR BUSINESS x {
o »
OULPB36769040

AG
Delivered by
18-09-15 2

v £0.36 PBS57889

Aston University Royal Mail JEARAEEEE 4l =i EERTITY
. iy

PM - PB557889 [Item 0008857]

Delivered b T
CE B ) " 06-10-15 | 2 ’
ﬁf;“ £0.36 PBEE27381 ; |

WHAT THE BEST COMPANIES DO Rogql Mq"

CEB, The Pavilion, 1 Atwell Place
Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 ONE

PM - PB6627381 [Item 0001406]
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Recent Interesting ltems

Design J franks applied in red ink are still appearing, even though the practice breaks Royal
Mail regulations. In addition to the item shown on the previous page, your editor has found
this further example.

Delivered by
Return Add 04-09-15 1
A eturn ress —
WO7Z7TO Vooiorcioo ot (gl e e
G Harvest Starts Here SLEAFORD 3
NG34 7EW Royal Mail L g 8 :) -
g

Coloured Slogans

Two new slogans in black ink have been found this month. The first is from Peter Mantell -
originally reported in Design H format (see page 135-7). The second is from your editor.

TLT LLP Delivered by
One Redcliff Street 26-10-15 1
BRISTOL £0.51 PB555272
BS1 6TP Royal Mail .nmj}; Letter
- dram o
Return Addr’ess Delivered by
west Suffolk NHS 20-08-15 2
Hardwick Lane £0.36  PBS56437
Bury St Edmunds Royal Mail JRFEFe b Fan Letter
IP33 2QZ W
Mailmark™ News

Peter Mantell has recently acquired this ‘Zero Test’ item from Stagecoach Supertram in
Sheffield. Unlike all of the previous ‘Zero Test’ items recorded (which all had a Mail Type
code of ‘0000’ in the matrix block), this frank surprisingly has a Mail Type code of ‘9995’

Deiivered by

s el 26-10-15
::.:Ll @[ £0.00 NESOD5902
Retlim A el A .

Stagecoach Supertram, Nunnery Depot 7
Woodbourn Road, Sheffield S8 3LS s

Test
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Mailmar News continued

Further to page 179-6, your editor has now found an example of a 2nd class ‘Signed For’
item which contains a Mail Type code of ‘5100’ in the matrix block.

Return Address Delivered by

East Riding of 06-08-14 2
Yorkshire Council £1.45  PBSSE853
County Hall Beverley EFEIED [Fsdird-res e
HU17 9BA =7

Royal Mail

Signed For

KR 7180 1111 3GB I KR 7180 1111 3GB
KR 7180 1111 3GB  SIGNED FOR

I

KR 7180 11

L]

KR 7180 1111 3GB

The above reports allow the Mail Type table (last shown in full on page 178-8) to be
extended as follows:

Mail Type Code Type Description First Reported
5100 (Signed For) 2 Letter Page 180-6
9995 Zero Test Page 180-6

Note also that in all the ‘Signed For’ items seen to date, the ‘Class Code’ in the matrix block
has been assigned the number ‘7’. These ‘Class Codes’ have not received very much
attention in previous newsletters, but can now be summarised as follows:

Class Code Description

Zero Test items (see also Class Code 9)

1st class letters, large letters and small parcels

2nd class letters, large letters and small parcels

Special Delivery items

Not yet seen

Not yet seen

Air Mail items

Signed for items

Advanced Mail

O|oNoOojo|lhhlWINMD|=|O

Surcharge and Zero Test items (see also Class Code 0)
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Historic Items and Thematics

Peter Huss kindly sends this interesting cover showing two 2p Universal NZ Design B franks
(without a town die), applied vertically as make-up values on a pre-paid 4'2p registered letter
sent to Germany. Unfortunately, the postmark date cannot be made out, but was probably

the late 20s or early 30s.

The frank dies have the serial numbers ‘B4’ (left) and ‘B3’ (right), indicating a multiple-
machine user. The user in this case was ‘British Celanese’, London, as this is the only firm
known to have used ‘B’ prefix serials on a NZ Design B die. According to Wikipedia, ‘British
Celanese’ was a chemical company that was formed in 1916 and based in both London and
Derby. It survived as an independent company until 1957 when it became a subsidiary of

Courtaulds.

For some inexplicable reason, the registered label bears the town name ‘London W9’,

whereas the postmark reads ‘London W1’.
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Jan Lannoye kindly sends this attractive frank from 1977 from the White House Hotel in

London. Itincludes an emblem celebrating the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in that year.
4
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The White House 5l ucen S
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Meter Thematics

Peter Mantell has found two franks from the same machine (user unknown) with what are
believed to be ‘pre-loaded’ slogans from the Connect+ machine. The first frank bears a
nice union jack design.

Delivered by

(3

Royal Mail
]

23-10-15

£0.51

1

Letter

PB557728

é

%:QQE

ffﬁgi

The second frank depicts an image of a ribbon. [Your editor has noticed that the
design bears a remarkable similarity to the one used in connection with ‘World
AIDS Day’, designated as the 1% December each year since 1988. The image for
this in red is shown alongside - taken from the Wikipedia web site.]

N/

Delivered by

23-10-15

PB557728
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£0.51
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Finally, my Meter Thematic of the Month award goes to Peter Mantell for this superb
image of a Heron.
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